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At a Court of Afſembly of the Bailiffs and Frecmen of the 
Town of King ſion upon Themes, in the County of Surrey, 
held at the Guild-Hall there, on Saturday the 25th day of 
February, 1786, | 


RESOLVED, 


That the Thanks »f this Corporation be given to the 
Reverend MATTHFTW Raine, Fellow of Trinty 
College, Cambridge, jor his Sermon on the Death of 
Captain RicuaRD Prikce, preached before then 
at the Parifh Church of King/ton upon Thames, 

en Sunday the tb infant; and that he be renue/t. 4 


fo publiſh the ſame. 


CHAT JEMMET T, 


Town Clerk. 
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HE circumſtance, which gave riſe to the following 
' Diſcourſe, was the melancholy Death of Captain 
Ricy4ARD PEIRCE, Commander of the Halſewe!! Eaſt-India- 
man. This ſhip, bound for Coaſt and Bay, ſailed through 
the Downs on New-Year's Day, 1786. Beſides the offi- 
cers, the uſual complement of ſeamen, and a body of ſol- 
diers for the Company's ſervice, there were on-board, ſeven 
ladies and one gentleman, paſſengers. Among the ladies 1 
were two of the Captain's daughters, Miſs Eliza and Miſs 2 
Mary Anne Peirce. at 


On Tucſay the third of January, as they were bear- 
ing down Channel, it blew a very ſtrong gale of wind, A 
accompanied with a heavy fall of ſnow and. ſharp froſt. 
During the two following days the ſtorm continued with- = 

out any conſiderable abatement of its violence; and on the 9 
morning of Friday the ſixth, after combating with the 
tempeſt upwards of three days, every effort to ſave the 


thip Proving. ineffectual, the ſtruck on the rocks off the 
Iſland 
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Iſland of Purbeck, between Peverel Point and St. Alban's 
Head. | 


Of thofe on board, amounting nearly inthe whole to 
two hundred in number, all except ſeventy-eight periſhed, 
either in the wreck, or in attempting to gain the land. 


Amongſt the unhappy ſufferers were the Captain, four of 


his Mates, and all the paſſengers. What renders this dread- 
ful cataſtrophe more deplorable, is, that Captain Peirce, 
after all hopes of ſaving the {hip and cargo were at an end, 
ſuffered his anxiety for the ſafety of the ladies to prepon- 
derate over every conſideration for preferving his own life: 
and when it was found, that even for them nothing could 
be attempted with the leaſt appearance of ſucceſs, he choſe 
rather to ſhare in their fate, and die in the tender office 
of adminiſtering conſolation to thoſe, hom he could not 
fave, than avail himſelf of that chance of eſcaping to 
ſhore, which, as it proved fortunate to many, might alſo 


have been the means of giving him back alive to his country, 


family, and friends. 
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ST. JAMES, C. IV. V. 14— AT TER PART. 


FOR WHAT Is YOUR LIFE? IT Is EVEN A VAPOUR THAT AP- 
PEARETH FOR A LITTLE TIME, AND THEN VANISHETH 


AWAY. 


Tis a ſingular circumftance, and one which ftrong- 


ly marks the inconfiftency of human beings, 

that, whilſt men, in all ages, and of every defcrip- | 
tion, have confeſſed themſelves contcious of the 
ſhortne!s of life, and the uncertain pofletion: of its 
enjoyments, and have univerſally agreed in the ne- 
ceſſity of providing againit theſe inconveniences, 
{0 few have been found to hve in a manner which 
correſponded with their conviction, The ſenſualiſt 
„„ makes 


( 


makes the brevity of life a reaſon for giving way to 
the conſtant indulgence of his appetites, and the 
gratification of his paſſions. The gloomy moraliſt, 
and ſuperſtitioufly religious mind urge it as a pre- 
text for retiring from all intercourſe with the world. 
perſons engaged in the purſuit of riches and power 
adduce it as a cauſe for quickening their activity, and 
keeping alive their attention to their ſeparate inte- 
reſts. Nor does it happen, that any of theſe, until 
alarmed by the attacks of ſickneſs, or awakened by 
_ diſtreſs, begin to diſcover what an ill uſe they have 
made of their eſtimate; or to reflect how the hort 
period and frailty of their exiſtence might have been 
converted into a leſſon of information, that would have 
taught them to meet pain with fortitude, and mis- 
fortune with reſignation. Inſtead of which, involved 
in difficulties the unhappy ſufferer broods with a 
melancholy uneaſineſs over his {ituation, gives an 
ideal magnitude to his own miſery above that of 
any of his fellow creatures; and as he has hitherto 
{carcely ever given himſelf time to conſider his de- 
pendence on a Superior Being, he now begins to 
queſtion with bold impiety the equity of Provi- 
dence in its diſbenſations to mankind, Thus are his 


days 


3 


days paſſed in a devoted attention to the intereſts of 
this world, without ſo much as one reflection upon 
the poſſible exiſtence of a future ſtate: and at length 
the hour of diſſolution arrives, when, if to reflect 
would avail any thing, neither opportunity nor incli- 
nation will long admit of it; and life is cloſed under 
diffatisfaction at what is paſt, and the terrors of un- 
certainty and apprehenſion of what is to come.--- 
This error, ſo general in the conduct of men, St. 
James ſeems to have particularly noticed; and ac- 
cordingly, in the verſe preceding that, from which I 
have read to you the words of my text, expoſtulates 
warmly with thoſe, who give themſelves up to ſuch 
an intereſted purſuit after the rhings of this world, 
as is not only inconſiſtent with a ſhort and fluctu- 
ating exiſtence, but incompatible with the reverence 
and ſubmiſſion due to the Supreme Diſpoſer of events. 
Go te note, ſays the Apoſtle, ye that ſay, to-day or to- 
morrow e all go into ſuch a city, and continue there a 
wear, and buy and fell, and get gain; Whereas, ve know not 
what ſhall be on the morrow. For «chat, adds he, 7s your: 
life? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, 


and then van /heth away. 


C3: Now- 


1 
Now, as it appears that we hold our being by fo pre- 
carious a tenure, and ſincè we ſee that we are by Na- 
ture expoſed to many ills, by ftuatio to many more, 
it may be mater of ſome conlequence to enquire, by 
what means this tenure may be rendered more ſecure, 
and how theſe ils may be belt averted: if notaverted, 
how the mind may be inſtructed to bear them with 
becoming reſignation, and patient ſubmiſſion. But 
would firſt obſerve, that we ought carefully to 
diſtinguiſh between patience and cowardice, between 
ſubmiſfion and indolence. “ We are nat to repine, 
but we may lawfully ſtruggle: tor the calamities of 
life, like the neceſſities of nature, are calls to labour 
and exerciſes of diligence. When we feel any preſ- 
{ure of diftrets, we are not to conchade that we can 
only obey the will of Heaven by languiſhing under 
it, any more than when we perceive the pain of 
thirſt, we are to imagine that water is prohibited.” * 


It is propoſed then to enquire into the beſt method 
of alleviating the me and miteries of human life.--- 
And this, perhaps, will be moſt eaſily accompliſhed 
by firſt e examining the nature of theſe ills, and the 
Mour ces from which they {pring. 6 


* n : 


„ 

Of the calamities then, to which men are ſubject, 
beſides the irreverſible ſentence of death, (if indecd 
that may be called a calamity) ſome may be ſaid to 
belong to, or to proceed from the conſtitution and 
nature; and may be termed natural evils: others, as 
they depend upon external cauſes, we ſhall call con- 
tingent, or accidental. Evils of the former fort are 
ſuch as affect the body with ſickneſs, and originate 
either from diſeaſes ſown in the conſtitution, and 
inherent in our nature, or fuch as proceed from the 
inordinate gratification of the paſſions, For each of 
theſe there is a ſeparate remedy. The penetration of 
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human wiſdom has long been employed in reſearches, 

which have happily been attended with tuch a degree 

of ſucceſs, that the pain of diſeaſe may be generally 

mitigated, and frequently removed; and if life can- 

not always be preſerved, nor health always perfectly 
reſtored, yet it is found that the larap may be long 

kept alive, though it cannot be made to ſhine with 

its accuſtomed cheerfulneſs and ſplendour. The dif- 

orders, that take their riſe from the paſſions, arc the 

diſorders of Nature indeed; but it ſhould be remem- 
bered, that ſhe has beſtowed upon man, along with. 

We paſſions, the ſublime faculty of Reaſon, whotc 
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province is. to circumſcribe their limits, and to direct 
them to their proper application and uſe. 


If this excellent gift be deſpiſed, if its power be not 
ſufficiently called forth, the man, who ſuffers from 
ſuch neglect or abuſe of it, ſeems to merit the mis- 
fortune which he-courts, and the diftreſs which he 
was enabled, but had not the reſolution nor inclina- 
tion, to prevent. 


But of all the multiplied miſeries and ills, with which 
human life abounds, and to which it is conſtantly ex- 
poſed, thoſe are moſt to be dreaded, and ſeem to bear 
hardeſt upon the infirmity of our being, which, re- 
ſulting from cauſes independent on, and unconnected 
with ourſelves, it is not in the prudence 64 man to 
foreſee or avert. Afflictions of this kind are attendant 
upon, and vary with all ſituations of life: hut ſuch 
is always their nature, that they call aloud for our 
conſolation, and demand our tendereſt compaſſion, 
with every other effort for their relief, Let us ſup- 
poſe, for a moment, a man engaged in ſome honeſt 
and laudable purſuit, by the ſucceſs or miſcarriage of 
which | his family and himſelf are. to be rendered 


happy 
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happy and reſpectable, or to be { unk at once in wretch- 


edneſs and diſtreſs, We ice him then, with an eager 
and tond deſire to accompliſh his withes, hazarding 
his all upon a ſingle venture. Appearances favour 
him, and flattering expectation prompts him to the. 
enterprize. But how often have we the mortification 
to obſcrve ſuch ichemes fruſtrated by the ſecret con- 
trivanceof enemies, or the treachery of friends, allfond 
hopes of ſucceſs blaſted by diſappointment, and his for- 
tunes ruined by ſome ſudden and unlooked-for loſs. 


But the loſs, it will be ſaid, which diminiſhes for- 
tune, may be repaired by induſtry. Let us then 
carry the matter a little further, and view misfortune 
more general in its circumſtances and effects. Let us 
conceive for a while, inſtead of one individual, or one 


family, a number of perſons, on whom many fami- 


lies are dependent for ſupport, employed together in 
extending the commercial intercourſe, and promoting 
the commerxrcia 21 proſperity of their country: that they 


go down bo the ſea, in ſhips, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes him- 
elf, and that heir brjineſs is in the great waters. The day 


of their departure i is arrived; Joyful expectation diſ- 
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| (26) 
pels every idea of danger; the hope of returning to 
their native land, enriched with merchandize, and of 
communicating the comforts of an eaſy ſubſiſtence to 
thoſe, for whom they brave the perils of the ſea, pre- 
dominates over the anxiety of ſeparation. They ſet 
fail under the kind auſpices of the winds; and every 
thing around them ſeems to encourage confidence, 
and inſure fucceſs. But mark the ſadden change of 


the f. cene---Scarcely does the ſhore, which they have 


left, retire from their fight, when the face of the ſky 


is darkened, the ſtormy winds ariſe, and all the fury 
of the tempett rages upon the boſom of the deep. 


They mount up to the heaven--=-they go 4 again to the 
depths: their foul is melted, becauſe of trouble, It is in vain 
to combat with the waves; the ſkill of the mariner 


is baffled, and every effort for ſafety proves an addi- 


tional motive of alarm: till at length, unable to ſtruggle 


with the force of combined elements, they give them 


ſelves a prey to their rage, and fink overwhelmed in 
the mighty waters. Where is now, alas! the joy 
that ſparkled in the eye of hope? Where are now the 


ſchemes of happineſs that agitated the boſom of af- 
fection? 7 Bey are gone even as the vapour that men for 
4 hitle time, and then paniſheth _ 
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And here we cannot but recoltect a melancholy 
event, attended with the moſt dittrefling circumſtances, 
which has been of late a fubject of ſo general ſorrow: 
the effects of which, it is feared, will be long and 
ſeverely felt by thoſe, who were immediately connected 
with the ſufferers in the dreadful cataſtrophe. 


It would be painful in the extreme to dwell long 


upon the lamentable particulars of this very deplo- 
. rable calamity. In whatever point of view we place 


the gloomy picture, the contemplation of it fills the 
mind with a mournful horror. Whether we turn 
our attention to the deceaſed, or to thoſe whom they 
have left to bewail their untimely loſs, we are pre- 
ſented alternately with objects that excite our re- 
gret and awaken our compaſhon. But we cannot: 
omit the mention of one, who, from the peculiar 
relation in whick he ſtood to you, when living, and 
from the ſingularly unhappy circumſtances which ac- - 
companied him in his death, has engaged your par- 


ticular attention and concern: and, indeed, it ever 
there was a man to whote memory 4 marked reſpect 
was due, to ſuch reſpect his memory ſeems fairly en- 


titled. It is not to His proteihonal abilities, though 
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the privation * them is felt and regreted by all ſuch 


as knew properly to eſtimate their value; but it is ta 


the virtues, which diſtinguiſhed him as a Man and 4 
Chriſtian, that this tribute of regard is paid. The af- 
fection with which he diſcharged the ſeveral duties 


of domeſtic hfe, the ready bounty with which he. 


afſiſted neceſſity, and the honeſt warmth by which he 


thewed the ſincerity of his friendſhip, were all virtues, 


ſo eminent conſpicuous in him, that we cannot won- 
der they.ſhoukl have gained him univerſal admiration 
and eftcem. But what principally recommends his 
memory to us hore, and what he muſt undoubtedly 
have found to be his greateſt conſolation under the 


catamity which befel him, is the ſtrict veneration 


with which he uniformly regarded the precepts of 
the Chrittian Religion, aud the conſtant piety with, 
which he ſignalized and adornes the practice ok itz 
He Reither foffered the intereſting avocations of for- 


tune, nor the cares of an active and peritons employ- 


ment ſo far to engroſs his attention, as to make him 


forgetful of that Being, from whom flow all the bleſ- 


lings and benefits of tife, and in whoſe hands are 


riches and poverty, honour and QLfgracey e 
and pain and life and death. | 
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2 But why ſhould 1 infiſt ſo much upon the virtues 


of a character before you, who were {6 well ac- 
quainted with its excellence? You had trequent op- 
portunities to contemplate his good qualities, by 
having them preſented to your obſervation in his 
own perſonal example. Y ou faw, and you admired 
them. If they were worthy to he admired, let them 
be deemed worthy of imitation : fo ſhall you erect 


to him a living monument, Which, whallt it continues 


his memory down to your poſterity, ſhall inftruct 
and edify them; which, whilſt it records his virtues, 
Mall incak your praiſe. But it is unneceſtary to urge 
further what vouy own inclinations maſt already 0 ave 
anticipated. | 


a 


Now, when we reflect upon the various inter- 


ruptions which check us in our purſuits, and the 


ſudden misfortunes which are conſtantly ready to 
difturlh us in, or to hurry us away from the enjoy- 


ment of our worldly acquiſitions: above all, when we 


ſee theſe general reflections ſo fully exempltfiedby the 


melancholy inſtance preſenteg immediately to our 


view, we cannot but be ferioutly alarmed. for Our- 


; ſelves, anc begin to think, if we have hitherto-neg- 


E 2 (ta jected 


trials of affliction, 


l „ 5 


1 
lected it, of making er proviſion againſt the hour 
of danger. 


And this leads me to the conſideration of that 
part of my ſubject, in which it was obſerved, that 
thoſe misfortunes ſeemed to bear hardeſt upon our 
nature, which ariſe from external cauſes; as We cans 
not prevent, and frequently not remove them. It was 
propoſed, however, to enquire what would be the beſt 
alleviation of them; and how a ſtate of mind was to 
be acquired, beſt prepared to meet ſuch incidental 


Death in _ ordinary appearance is thought 
to be ſufficiently terrible; and however flow his ap- 
proaches, they are not beheld, even at a diſtance, 
without apprehenſion and dread. But when he comes 
armed with additional terrors to deal ſudden deſtruc- 
tion around him, What, at that tremendous hour, 
ſhall adminiſter conſolation; and add fortitude to the 
mind? What, but the conſciouſneſs of a life paſſed 
in conformity to the dictates of Reaſon and Religion? 
Every man is ready and deſirous of preparing him- 
ſelf to reſiſt or keep aloof the common evils of life. 
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is it then that death, the moſt certain of all evils, 
is a matter of leſs moment than the common occur- 
rences of life, that we tice ſo little jinchnation in men to 
prepare to meet it? Are the conſequences of eternity 
ſo trifling, that they are to be neglected for the 
ſhort enjoyments of a temporary exiſtence: Awake to 
righteouſneſs and ſin not; for forme have not the knowledge of God! 


I have already remarked, that it was the praiſe of 


him whom we this day commemorate in our ſorrows, 


that he poſſeſſed a mind, fitted by religious cultiva- 
tion, to meet death undiſmayed; and ſurely this 
muit be matter of un{peakablc conſolation to thoſe 
who are moſt nearly concerned tor his loſs, when 


they reflect, that although he be gone from them, he 
is gone to receive that comfortable ſalutation in Fea- 

ven Hell done, thou good and faithful ſervant ; enter thou into 
- the joy of thy Lord: 


it was the advice of a wiſe heathen to his friend. 


that he {ſhould hve as if every inſtant of his life 


* 
7 


were to be the laſt, If ſuch was the exhortation, 


for difarming death of its terrors, to one, who 


had nothing certain to hope for, nothing certain 
to fear bevond the preſent life; but whoſe viciws of a 


1* future 


6 


future ſtate of happineſs and miſery were at beſt but 
confuſed and very imperfect; how much more mo- 
mentous, how much more applicable will the counſel 
appear to be to thoſe, who have received from the 
mouth of a bleſſed Redeemer the important doctrine 
of a reſurrection from the grave, and the no lets im- 
portant meſſage of a future ſtate of rewards and cor- 
rections; and who are to conſider death not as the end 
of being, but as the beginning of immortality ! It will 
be aſked then perhaps, How ſhall a man attain that 
happy ſtate of mind which will enable him to {mile at 
the ſudden approach of death, and to meet the ſtroke 
with cheerfulnets and reſignation ? The advice of live 
ing always, as if always on the point of death, will be 
the propereſt an{wer 1 if we conſider, that in a Chriſ- 
tian notion this is to live with a due ſenſe of the 
obligations of religion conſtantly imprefſed upon the 
mind; and to bear j in remembrance, that the greateſt 


recommendation to the rewards of eternity, is to 


ſtudy to deſerve them. 


Nor will this ſenſe bf religion be uſeful only for 
armin g the ſoul © oa the attack of death, it will in- 
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1 
ſtruct us alſo to bear the leſſer ils of life, with a proper 
acquieſcence in them, as the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence; and prevent us from the impiety of murmur- 
ing and complaint. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, and blejjed be the Nane of the Lord! was the 
ſentiment of Job, when informed of the concourie of 
misfortunes, which had deprived him of his family 
and all his poſſefſions. Although it does not gene- 
rally fall to the lot of bumanit; to be endowed with 


that patient fortitude and pious reſignation, which 
mark the character of this righteous perſon, yet nci- 
ther are men in general ſubjects of ſo great affliction. 
But be the ſufferings of men howtoever ſevere, much 
diſpoſition as ſhall hinder us from repining at the d1t- 
tributions of him, who is ſaid 2% chaten theſe whom he 


may be done, if attempted, towards attaining ſuch a2 


loveth, and to receive every jon whom hy ſcourgeth, 


To conchude, Seeing that man is born to trouble, 

that he is conftantly encompaſſed with misfortunes, 

that the frailty of life forbids him to truſt with con- 

fidence in the ſtrength of others, or repolc with ſe⸗ 

curity in his own ; and ſecing that human infirmity is 
unable to bear with calmneſs the ills which it is 
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doomed to ſuffer ; how neceſſary is it that we make 
ſuch uſeful provifion as will adminiſter ſuccour and 
relicve our diſtreſs in the needfal time of trouble ! 
Since it appears, moreover, that there is ho ſituation 
ſufficiently fortified to reſiſt the great enemy of man- 
kind; as we are liable to be ſarprized by him, when 
we leaſt expect it, (for in the midſt of life we are in 
death) and further, as we muſt all be ſummoned to 
that great and general judgment, where a ſtrict and 

impartial account will be taken of our actions, and 
where even our molt ſecret thoughts muſt undergo a 
thorough and minute inveſtigation, how requiſite is 
it, that we be prepared to anſwer with a well ground- 


ed confidence at that awful hour 
y 


For theſe purpoſes be the duties of religion our 
friſt, as they certainly are our neareſt concern. We 
{hall find, by conftantly and uniformly exerciling our- 


ſelves in the practice of them, that the mind will be 
gradually trained to that Ren firmneſs, which is ne- 


cellary to ſupport it under misfortune, and to enable 
it to reſiſt deſpair: At the ſame time, it Will be tem- 
pered with that humility, which, in the height of 


riches, proſperity, and power, repreſſes the arro- 


EE, „ alice 


gance of preſumption, and the ſelfiſh inſolence of 
pride. Thus ſhall we be led on to conſider properly 
our dependence upon him, by whom we live, move, 
and have our being: and to acknowledge that what- 
ſoever befals us in this life; as it may be feferable to 
his all-directing providence, is deſigned to be pro- 
ductive of our immediate improvement, and condu- 
cive to our future happineſs: Aided by ſuch reflec- 
tions as theſe; and ſupported by a conſcious integrity 
in the faithful diſcharge of our duty, we ſhall meet 
calamity without alarm, and encounter death himſelf 
with ſteadineſs. We ſhall conſider our diſſolution as 
a releaſe from the troubles and anxietics of this world, 
and as the means of our admiſſion to a participation 
bf the joys and glory of the next. 


New, Sc. 
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